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DOCKERS’ VICTORY 


rpHlI GO\'l£RNMENrS Indusirial 
Rclaiionji Aci and the National 
Ifidnslrinl Relations Court both suf¬ 
fered a severe Itamnicring last week. 
It l>c£an with the Government's 
attempt to use the Act to defeat the 
railwaymen. Tlicir use of the cooHng- 
olT period and ballot only prolonged 
and strengthened the rail way men's 
ease and their resolve to win. In 
the end the Railways Board were 
told to pay up. 

Then came Lord Denning's deci¬ 
sion in the Appeal Court that, con¬ 
trary to the NlRCs ruling, the 
Transport and General Workers' 


Union were not responsible for the 
actions of its shop stewards in black¬ 
ing containers at Liverpool and 
Hull. The union was not in con¬ 
tempt and the Appeal Court ordered 
that the £55.000 fine be set aside. 

The third reverse, or possibly a 
Government inspired retreat, was 
the intersention of the Oflicial Soli¬ 
citor whose action prevented the 
arrest of the three shop stewards. 
On tlicOflicial St-vliciior's evidence at 
a quickly convened Appeals Court. 
Lord Denning once again found 
against Sir John Donald.von's NIRC. 
'llic reaction of the lltrcc Nhop 


stewards to this sui move was: 
'It's a hhnxly libcriy.’^ 

London dockers have bcen picket¬ 
ing the container Cliobltani 

Farm. 'Ihcir aciioti. In support of 
their claim that rcgisjjrcd dockers 
should load and uni 
laincrs, has virtunll 
depot. It was this an 
laying-off the 'liVCiW 
the terminal that (no 
action by woike 
Farm Avho apj)lictl lo .w. 

an order, naming ihe mW stewards, 
to end the picketingj h was the 
three Stewards* (Ucrotc Steer. Vic 
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Is the low 0 Bloody liberty ? 


IT IS RnPORTED th.H Bemte Steer. 
* that modern wouM-bc Tolpuddic m.ir- 
t>'r. said, when he he.ird that nn Appeal 
court had di^misL-sed (he National Indu5- 
trial Relations Court's 'scnlenoc', 'It's a 
bloody liberty!’ Later. Mr. Steer cheered 
up somewhat and hailed (he results of 
the unssiinted appeal as a victory for (be 
working-class. The case of the three 
docker pickets btphUghts. as vo many eases 
do. that the taw is a bloody liberty. The 
sudden appearance of the OHicial Soli¬ 
citor is just another example of the com¬ 
plexity. anachronisms, unpredictability, 
discriminations. persecutions, terrors. 
sulTering. boredom, delays, sloth, waste, 
arrogance. \*cngcancc. chaos, corruption, 
deception, cowardice, suppression, pre¬ 
judice. that make up the body of law 
which is laughingly coupled with that 
abstract virtue 'justice*. 

More flatulent prose is written on the 
subject of law and justice than on any 
other subject. Its ver>' abstraction makes 
it ideal for the windy platitude. For 
example the Z><DVy Mirror comment, 
19.6.72. *Thc rule of law is not just a 
fancy phrase. It is cveo’ citizen’.s pro¬ 
tection against anarchy and arbitrary 
treatment’, or the Daiiy Mail comment 
(same date), 'll is bad luck for Sir John 
that his first major battles to establish the 
authority of his court have had to be 
fought out in (be traditionally anarchic 
terrain of dockland.' 

It is increasingly obvious that a con¬ 
fidence trick with words is perpetually 


being worked. '-\narch>' and ‘l.a\s‘ arc 
commonly being played about with a> if 
they uxrc opposites, wherc.xs the farcical 
history of merely last week’s events re¬ 
garding (he National Indusirial Relations 
Court, not to mention the whole sorry 
mess of the Trades Disputes Act itself, 
shows how the law itself may bo chaos, 
or as the newspapers would put it 
'anarchy'. Esen a quick skim through a 
week’s newspapers reveal the absolute 
chaos beneath the thin s'cnccr of the 
rule of law which, in the .Vfirror's words, 
'is every citizen's protection against 
anarchy and arbitrary' treatment'. 

To Stan with, the case that inspired 
the title, the Chobham Farm container 
depot picket, is only part of a karger 
struggle by the state to regulate the trade 
unions. It is a continuation of the 
attempt by the Labour Government 
svhen they were in office to legislate for 
the trade unions. One seems to remem¬ 
ber George Woodcock (the trade unionist) 
stating that trade unions had always 
been 'outlaws' and it can be recollected 
that the most revolutionary aspects of 
the unions (and they arc few and fur 
between) arc revealed when the pressures 
of (he law arc brought upon (hem. To 
start at the beginning—but for the Tof- 
puddlc Martyrs there would have been 
no TUC, but if the Tolpuddic Martyrs 
had not c.xistcd the ruling class w'ould 
have found some other group to per¬ 
secute. to publicize and later, to canonize. 
Rckations between the state and the 


trade unions have nc^et been irreparable 
—after all. both arc power bices—and 
it is thought by some 'that the Trades 
Disputes Act would botbf great use to 
the unions thcni'clvcsjpto disciplining 
their maverick membfis. Instead of 
which wo have this hM^podge of a 
bill which merely suo yjJ s in creating 
judicial chaos and prinottns the most 
unlikely people to haloM of 

Tolpuddic. 




Special Branch Frame-Up 


T he APPE.AL court judges have 
shown in their recent rulings on the 
Industri.x! Relations Act eases that they 
still realize—what the politicians seem 
to have forgotten—that unless the Slate 
is prepared (o use unbridled violence 
openly in imposing its diciatcs, then it 
must have a widely rcspecied veneer of 
legality. Not for the first time the wigged 
guardians of the ruling class have seen 
that the hob-nailed boots of the political 
yobs arc bringing THEIR system into 
disrepute. 

Similarly, the revelations that Special 
Branch agents had planted arms in the 
home of a number of Irish Republicans 
in London will doubtless stir the liberal 
conscience. The case on a charge of con¬ 
spiring to possess firearms was abruptly 
dropped by the prosecution without ex¬ 
planation after defence allegations of a 
frame-up. In attempts to establish the 
Lxets. defence counsel was repeatedly un¬ 
able to obtain full replies from witnesses 
who stated that giving such information 
would 'prejudice State security*. What it 
would have revealed, of course, is the 
extent of the political police conspiracy. 
Like so many others the accused had 
served their '^ntenccs' before they came 


to trial: eight months in prison. Their 
’crime' was being associated with a poli¬ 
tical movement in opposition to the 
British ruling class. 

Aware that a number of journalists 
were working on an expose of (he ease 
(he Home Secretary* attempted to puH 
the feet from under them by 'taking the 
initiative' in announcing that there would 
be a high-level investigation—conducted 
by (he policcl Some sections of (he press 
have called for an ‘independent* inquiry' 
by members of (he judiciary. (The call 
will doubtless be echoed by Labour 
MPs.) All of which is intended (o assure 
the liberal conscience that this is an 
'isolated ease’, and, anj’way, justice was 
done in the end. wasn't it? What could 
be a better advertisement for a 'democ¬ 
racy within the framework of law*? The 
liberals will then again be able to rest 
assured that anyone charged with possess¬ 
ing firearms, causing explosions or what¬ 
ever deserves w'hat is coming to him. 

What will not be revealed is the full 
extent of the activities of the political 
police in Britain. \^lio else hits been 
framed? Who is next? 

Terry Piiitiips 


Kropotkin once called ^stice ’Organ¬ 
ized Vcngc.incc’. What/we see from 
time to time in the courts is disorganized 
vengeance. 'I he Trades Disputes Act is 
designed as vengeance on the workers 
for going on strike. Like most ven¬ 
geance it has recoiled on ihc heads of (he 
perpetrators. 

William Godwin wrote (On Law: Free¬ 
dom Press). ‘Law we sometimes call the 
wisdom of our ancestors. But this is a 
strange imposition. It \\.is as frequently 
the dictate of their passion, of timidity*, 
jealousy, a monopolising spirit and a 
lust of power ih.it knew no bounds. Are 
we not obliged perpetually to revise and 
remodel this misnamed wisdom of our 
ancestors? To correct it by a detection 
of their ignorance and a condcmruitJon 
of their intolerance?* We hasx only to 
think of the solemnity and wisdom with 
which trials for witchcraft were con¬ 
sidered in England and the United SLitcs. 
or the ecclesiastical importance of the 
Inquisition in order to refute the myth 
of the collective wisdom of our ancestors. 
Even in the 1940s it was possible to pro¬ 
secute .in indiscreet spiritualist medium 
under the Witchcraft Act and blasphemy 
is still an offence. 

One of the features of present-day 
society compared with the society of 
Godwin or even the latter ninctccnih- 
cenlury society of Kropotkin is the multi¬ 
plicity of laws. As (he state grows more 
comple.x. even Conservative capitalist 
private enterprise governments introduce 
more and more laws, more and more 
legislation. It is no accident that a Tory 
Government was responsible for the 
Trades Disputes Acts which is a gross 
invasion not only of the rights of the 
unions but also the rights of the 
employers. The increasing reaction of a 
disintegrating alienated society is that, 
whatever (he anti-social behaviour, 'there 
ought to be a law against it*. Accord¬ 
ingly lows proliferate as do lawyers. 

Political life in this country*—and 
others—is dominated by lawryers. They 
have a vested Interest in law. One gels 
the impression that for m.my of them 
law is a game. The hobnobbing of pro¬ 
secution and defence lawyers and police¬ 
men. and the schoolboy 'joshing* that 
goes on in (Courts of Law bears witness 
to the shallowness of legal life. In the 
ease of Stuart Christie and others nt the 
Old Bailey, apparently the only news last 
week (when the court resumed after 
Anna Mendelsohn’s illness) was the 
presentation to Miss Mendelsohn of a 
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Stoke Newington 
Squat 

T he eviction lias not yet taken 
place. At anlicipoicd, the Ilac^coey 
CoUDCil have not iiLStructed a builtlT at 
the lime of going lo press. The Chalr- 
moD of (he Hackney Ilonslng Manage¬ 
ment Cominiliee stated that It was still 
Cbeir Inicniion to evict. Help Is still 
needed Co aniidpate the eviction. Please 
get In Couch with Helen Vennard, 32 
Groyliog Road, NJ6. 


Turner, and Alan Williams) defiance 
of the Court s order to end the 
picketing that nearly ended in their 
arrest and imprisonment. 

Firstly we must salute these three 
shop stewards for their stand against 
the law. Tlicrc is no doubt that 
they were prepared to go to gaol for 
a principle and lhai they were not 
going to recognise the f^RC. They 
seemed at first surprised and dis¬ 
appointed that they had not been 
arrested. It must also be said ihat 
the support and the solidarity by 
dockers throughout the country was 
tremendous. Such defiance on the 
part of individuals and Ihc collective 
solidarity of rank and file trade 
unionists vividly contrasted with ihc 
retreat of the TUC and the trade 
union leaders when they faced a 
head-on clash with the Government 
and the law. 

The dockers really showed what 
solidarity is all about. Their direct 
action showed that Ihc Government 
and the forces of the slate arc help¬ 
less when faced with such opposi¬ 
tion. Truly the industrial might of 
the working class is invincible. 

THE SAME FEAR 

In the dockers* case it is being 
used against the law ajKl lo. presetye 
jobs. However titc jobs at the con¬ 
tainer depots which the dockers are 
claiming represent only a very small 
percentage of the total container 
trallic. FYiday’s climb-down has 
been described in the Morning Star 
as a 'tremendous victory for mili¬ 
tant working-class struggle and soli¬ 
darity' but the Communist Party 
fails to mention that it was the same 
fear of being sacked iJiat made the 
container depot workers take the 
dockers to the NIRC. 

This clash of interests should 
never have arisen between terminal 
workers and dockers. They arc both 
organised in the same union and yet 
the leadership has not managed to 
sort out this connict and force an 
agreement witJi the employers to suit 
both sections of the union. 

Containers might be creating work 
but it is only marginal compared 
with the loss of jobs at the ports. 
The only answer is for dockers and 
terminal workers lo decide that they 
arc workers first and as such they 
shouldn't fight one another. Having 
reached that conclusion the dockers’ 
traditional militancy could be used 
to win more leisure and job oppor¬ 
tunities. Clamouring among our¬ 
selves for the 'right-to-work* is not 
the answer to the problems facing 
the working class. 

Every day hundreds of dockers 
are pul on fall-back pay and yet no 
one is demanding the reduction in 
hours. Let all recognise that we are 


nCi 


workers and have a common intc'cst 
in uniting together to take over Uu 
industries we work in. 

It is not by chance Ihat a major 
employer hasn't used the Indusirial 
Relations Act. The Confederation 
of BriiRh Industry would rather 
sort out ‘industrial relations' with 
Ihc TUC than in a court of law. 
But the fact ihat the law is being 
used means we all have to support 
those who fall foul of it. The lessons 
arc that direct action and non-co- 
operation with the law. as practi.sed 
by the three shop stewards, can make 
the law an ass. The laws made by 
governments and enforced by the 
coercive forces of the slate arc the 
laws and the order of the ruling 
class. They arc on the statute books 
because of the present problems 
facing capitalism in this country. 

DESIGNED TO STRENGTHEN 
EXECUTIVES 

Union bashing is not the intention 
of the Act. ft is designed to streng¬ 
then the authority of the union 
executives over the rank and file. 
The NIRC said that the unions were 
respon.siblc for the actions of their 
shop stewards and wanted the 
leadership to discipline them. Many 
^unions do this already, without the 
law’s assisianec. but the T&GWLTs 
successful appeal knocks a big bole 
in the Act. Shop stewards can still 
be taken to court, as indeed, they 
could before the Act became law. 

But the lessons arc plain. It is 
no good workers relying on the 
leadership of the TUC or their union 
executives. Appeals lo Ihc General 
Council of the TUC to rc-adopt a 
policy of non-co-operation with the 
Act. arc a waste of time, and only 
give power to an elitist grouping of 
bureaucrats who arc just as remote 
from the problems on die shop floor 
as any managing director. 

Seventy-five per cent of the dockers 
came out to defend three trade 
unionists. With that kind of mili¬ 
tancy and solidarity the working 
class has the power to smash the 
Act, bring down (he Government, 
and. if they so desire, (o take ov,'r 
from Ihc bosses and start running 
things for themselves. 

P.T. 



Some are more 
equai than others 

"DAY INCREASES proposed for 
^ (op people Include;— 

Mr. Marsh, 

British Kaih>ii>'?( Board 

rroni £20.000 (o £24,000 

Mr. Ezra, 

Notional Coal Boord 

from £20,000 (o £24,000 
I.onl U'idceo’. 

Lord Oiler JuMice 

frum £16,750 (o £20.000 
Sir lohn Doruitdxoii, 

President, National Industrial 

Relations Court 

from £11300 (o £13,000 

Permanent Scerclories in Civil 
Sers'icc arc due for rises of £2.000. 

Senior Officers in Ihc forces: 
rL\cs of £2,000. 

These pay proposals result from 
reconioicndations by Sir Ed^nrd 
Boyte—Ihc 'liberor Conscr>*olive- 
Very lihcnil for the .senior State 
officials who condema so vod- 
feronsly dockers, raitn’aymen and 
aK workers who simply \s'aiit a 
livins once. 

J.W. 
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Seen any Seed Cotnses lately ? 


VI/ITIl 7S.S. nowr Poucr. Macro- 
hiotic% 3nd the Soul Rrolhcrx now 
out of fivour and out of fa>hion. the 
Tow-n and his (ruu have accerlcd de¬ 
cadence and romantic death as the 
cult of the day w-ith green ringemail 
paint for the 'Awnen and green c>‘e- 
shadoiA'ing for the bucks v>f the King's 
Road. Chelsea, The entertainment in- 
dustrs’ from the iVr>»* Statetman to the 
Soho ba'cmcni pom shows not only 
seek to create a market hut follow the 
rat pack when the demand cries to 
be satisfied and it is lira Minnelli at 
the Prince Charles O'ncma. the French 
S>TnboHsi Painters at the Ha^'ward Cal¬ 
lers* and cardboard coffins with foam 
rubber linings for the strippers in the 
Berwick Market, \V I area who arc 
now pulling in the trade 
The poetry of romantic death is for 
the healthy young svith wecsls and green 
and weeping willows, moss covered 
tombs and the girl friend leaping over 
the chamcl house skulls in easy pursuit, 
but when (he ancients over the age 
of tw'enty dream out these sad fantasies 
then the world is much amKs. my 
masters. It is the tragic dichotomy of 
the middle-class social rebels that in 


seeking to destroy the s<x*ial c\iU that 
haunt them ihcv must destroy their own 
MXieiy and themselves and for. uuder- 
stftndahly. fear of that sacrifice turn 
to a false m>'stidsm in which death as 
a sexual partner dominates in all these 
charades, be it the charivari of Liza 
Minnelli's film Coharct or the heavy 
breathing of the visiting aesthetics at 
the French Symbolist Painters exhibition. 

MR- NORRIS 

Christopher isherwood was of that 
tragic middle-class student genemtion 
of the I930*s svho now cry that tlic 
gods have failed them as they crawrled 
back into the safety and the warmth 
of the womb of a decayed Establishment, 
and we shall remember him not for 
the anguish of his social conscience in 
the thirties or The H/ingrtvorf-C/ta, Crest- 
Jewei of Discrimination and The I'ogi 
ApitorirniK of Potonjoti and other rhubarb 
th.sl he churned out with Sw'ami Prab- 
hav.*)nanda in the forties and fifties, 
but for his creation of Mr. Norris of 
Sfr. h'orris Chances Trmns. The enter¬ 
tainment indiistr)' did wrong by Kit 
for they* eliminated the central character 
of Mr Norris when they filmed the 


Bloody Liberty P 


CoBltened frea page I 

birthday cake subscribed to by counsel 
(iacluding prosecution?). Naturally the 
prison authorities would not let her ha>*c 
it but it was a jolly good show chaps. 
No wonder Godwin said 'A lawyer can 
scarcely fail to be a dishonest man* and 
Godwin was not referring to financial 
dishonesty which is probably not the 
most harmful kind. 

The Stuart Christie case brings to mind 
iho gross distoriioos of the law which 
have been and are resorted to in cases 
of 'conspiracy', a highly nebulous charge 
which apparently needs no fellow con* 
spirators judging by the vicious sentenc¬ 
ing of Jake Prescott for conspiring with 
heaven knows who. It would be gross 
contempt of court (which w*e fccll to 
point out that the trial of Jake Prescott's 
fcllow-conspirators. whoever they were, 
had not taken place hence they had not 
yet been proved to have carried out such 
a conspiracy. Logic is not a strong point 
of the law. 

It would be remiss to pass by the 
Stuart Christie case (one cannot call it 
the Angry Brigade case without pre¬ 
judging tbc issue) without mentioning the 
question of bail and remands. England 
is not alone in punishing people before 
they are found 'guilty*. Italy and the 
United Slates for example are guilty of 
the same incredible dcla>s. Riots have 
taken place at Brixton which seems to be 
only way in which improvements could 
be made in this matter. It is interesting 
to nolo the speed with which the Indus¬ 
trial Relations Court can work compared 
with the long delays in the Christie case. 

That our prisons arc 'universities of 
crime* is as true today as it ever was. 
The plethora of laws has meant that our 
prisons are overcrowded as well as being 
old-fashioned. Three in a cell being the 
common rtUe. seminars on crime must 
be common too. The habitual recurrence 
of prison riots, the bloody massacres at 
Attica and San Quentin arc to be ex¬ 
pected of the gigantic modem prisons. 

• # • 

The Christie case highlights the prob¬ 
lems of the defence in criminal cases. 
Lawyers arc. as wc have seen, apt to 
regard the law* as a game to be played 


according to the rules. By a judicious 
examination system they have succeeded, 
like many other professions, in keeping 
down the entrants to their craft, so that 
lawyers arc scarce and hcncc fees arc 
high and lawyers rruv choose their cases. 
As a rule (hey (who doesn't?) prefer to 
be on the winning side and many, with 
an eye to the future, prefer not to take 
'political* cases. Playing the game ns 
they do. Iaw*>*ers. especially in conspiracy 
cases (for example the Greek Embassy 
case) make their client's case at the ex¬ 
pense of the co-defendanUs. It has even 
been known for a collectivity of defence 
counsels to do n deal w*ith prosecution 
and police over the heads of (heir clients, 
'copping a plea’ in exchange for non- 
prevsing of unsustainable charges. 

In all this wc arc probably guilty of 
iho undefined (and undcfinable?) oficnee 
of discussing matten which ore sob fudice 
(under judgement). This specious de¬ 
fence by the press (both right and left) 
for refraining from discussing the merits 
-and demcriis of a judicial procedure or 
decision is probably a weak-kneed c.xcuse 
for failing to exercise that ‘freedom of 
the press' of which they all boast. 

Amidst this desert of judicial aridity, 
the most improbable blossoming of free¬ 
dom has taken place. The freedom of 
juries to bring in a verdict of ‘not guilty'. 
Angela Davis w*as found 'not guilty' by 
a predominantly while jur>'. the Scottish 
miners were acquitted by a jurs*. and the 
MangroN*e seven were acquitted. It has 
been know-n before. British juries were 
threatened and punished by Judge 
Jefferies, juries brought an end to hang¬ 
ing for forgery by bringing in 'not 
guilty* verdicts, and even in recent times 
juries proved reluctant to bring in 'guilty' 
verdicts in death-penalty cases of murder. 
Such is ihc democratic corruption (some 
say intimidatioo) of juries io the Irish 
Free State that the jury has been ex¬ 
cluded from some 'political' cases. It 
could be that juries have become more 
sen.sible and more sensitive than the law*. 

From oil this—and much more—it can 
be seer) that the law as Comrade Bcmie 
Steer said is 'a bloody liberty*. It is 
arguable that once the law may have 
been a way to liberty, but now to re¬ 
phrase it. *it'$ a dead liberty*. 

Jacx Robinson. 


hook ns / Am f Oinirnt .*»nil Cntuirrt 
and ga\c ui Instc.ul Ihc goMen-hcaricd 
prostitute xtnight out of casting, niul 
with Uza Minnelli quivering ihc lower 
lip in A onOi<«t version of Berlin de¬ 
cadence it 1% Jfnottef without Hnmlcl. 

After gv cf y major social cataslrr^phc 
be it war, revolution or economic col¬ 
lapse. there .b an .acceptance of the 
futility and the fni'tf-'tlion of any sodnlly 
worthwhile efforts. it is then that 
the artlsu, poets and the writers 
turn to a false p.ast ® m>'siic future 
Wc were fortunate, srithin these Islands, 
in that our hdtnc-hrcd star-emred m^xiics 
were second-rtte poets and writers, and 
our only cerd-Carrving Devil worshipper. 
Aldstcr Crowlo*. produced nothing be¬ 
yond n good Wogrriphy. But *Mr Norris* 
w*as everything that the age demanded. 
Enjoying any and every sexual devi¬ 
ation. a ponce, a police spy nnd a 
stispect supporter of the German Left. 
‘Mr. NomV played his Ia.sl grand joke 
when he. an ISH political detainee 
during the Second World War, posed 
for the body of the sc.xtcd figure of 
Winston Churchill's statue now w*ithin 
the Guildhall. Tl is said that Churchill 
howled with rige when he discovered, 
too late, that while the head wras hit 
the torso belongs for nil time to 'Mr. 
Norris’, pervert, ponce and police sp>*. 
A man of hit century nnd they gave us 
Liza ofTering ..vs green fingernails ai 
(he ultimate la Berlin decadence. 
FRICNCfl BANAi n-y 
But the French were not ns fortunate 
as the Island. Race, for in the wake 
of the defeat of iheir armies in the 
field, the Siege ©f Paris nnd the rcx*o- 
1u(ionar>' battle of the Parisian working 
class .ind (he gev.*\gc destruction of the 
Paris Commufi^ the French intelligentsia 
turned to soul'picking nnd grave-yard 
dancing as e-. sop and a source of 
inspiration, abd the b.xnatity of that 
choice within the visu.al area is now on 
exhibition witl^ the Hayxvard Gallery*. 
It is painting^ its low*csl level, and 
wc must thank ^ Hayward for smashing 
the false rcput^ixs of these Symbolist 
p.xintcrs by exhming their original work. 
For three gca^tion.s we have lived 
with these paintings, through the media 
of reproduct^p. and while we can accept 
Bubbles. Did You Last See Your 

Father? and The Light o1 the World tks 
part of our Enplish home decor, it wxs 
alw’ay's on the level of (he working-class 
comic postcard. But Gustave Moreau. 
Odilon Redon and Pierre Puvis de 
Chavannes aitracted a following of 
French poets nnd writers happy and 
eager to feed off ihb crude and sterile 
mysticism. Gustave Moreau his been 
chosen to dominate this exhibition, and 
his work has all the ghastly horror 
of Oscar Wikie’s purple prose when 
Oscar WAS trying to produce high art. 
Oscar's answer was to insert into every 
sentence the name of a jewel in the mis¬ 
taken belief that the continual naming 


of coloured pieces of glass illuminated 
his thought nnd prose, and Moreau 
made the same mistake In that he first 
filled his cans*ascs with an ahsiraet wash 
of bright thin colours before penning In 
his mystic subject matter. In repro¬ 
duction the wash of bright nnd garish 
colours and the laborious penned over¬ 
drawing become one. but in these original 
paintings sxiihin the Haysvnrd Gallery wc 
view, wc challenge .*ind wc reject the two 
ort forms congealed within each single 
canvas. *rhc crime however belongs 
to the French literary world of (he 
period when men such as Iluysmans 
could write of (his painted rubbish, it 
is ‘Spiritual onanism ... a soul exhausted 
by concealed thoughts . . . insidious ap¬ 
peals to s.'icrilcgc and debauchery . . . 
purple cataracts (lowing with the blood 
of stnrs*. etc. Not only is there n 
need for a rc-ctamination and rejection 
of the work of p.xinters such as Moreau, 
but a cleaning out from our intellcctu.'tl 
storehouse of the writings and the poetry 
of that fin de sioctc *Age of Decadence', 
for like poor Oscar their reputations 
crumble into coloured dust as each line 
and each canvas is \*iew*ed in (ho cold 
living light of two w'orld wars, two 
major revolutions when life becomes the 
supreme prize and death no longer a 
matter of caf^ coiTcc table talk but a 
matter of Stale degree, not for tens but 
for millions. 

Yet there was a world of innocence 
when, in (he nineteen-thirties, we could 
sit in (he darkness of (he cinema and 
dream our erotic dreams in guilty in¬ 
nocence. Frank Martin at the Editions 
Graphiques at 3 Clifford Street. W.I, has 
found that world svith his exhibition 
of drawings and paintings, for he has 
turned his brush and pen back to the 
age of *Mr. Norris* and the American 
cinema. Not only Jean Hnrlow but 
Marie Provost and Dolores del Rio and 
all those wonderful chorus girls of the 
films. 'Gold Diggers of Broadway*. It 
was a wonderful age of guilty, unhealthy, 
erotic dreaming within the hired d.'irknesi, 
as chat chorus ssmng across the screen 
in their schoolgirl knickers, white blouses 
wherein (heir undisaplincd breasts 
floppy like small 'puppies, likethe 
girls next door high on the factory 
outing, and of our poverty and our 
rejected youth we could dream. But 
there is no place for the joy of healthy 
guilt for once more it is tbc time for 
aesthetic decadence and commercial ex¬ 
ploitation of our secret dreams. All 
(hat is left for us is the universal guilt 
fantasies of incestuous Oedipus fun. with 
dream figures of white-coat^ nuncs and 
canteen manageresses. 

STKUILE WORLD 

Io his paintings nnd drawings Frank 
Martin gives us (he some empty sterile 
world of Hockney and Procktor but io 
place of (heir fashionable male-dominated 
canvases he gives us a sentimcntnl 'Mr. 
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qXlDAY MY LOCAL PAPER gave 
^ front-page coverage to a letter written 
by a sixth-form boy at one of the town's 
grammar schools. The letter had orig¬ 
inally appeared in The Times and said, 
in cfTect, (hat the writer was ashamed 
to be a schoolboy In case people asso¬ 
ciated him with 'anarchist campaigns' 
like the activities organized by (he 
Schools Action Union. He wasn't going 
to be a sheep driven by 'Communist 
wolves*, he wa.x going to study hard and, 
hopefully, go to univenity and become 
a diplomat. 

Let me assume that this boy. probably 
of above-average intelligence and well- 
educated in (he eyes of the world, is 
wholly sincere in what he sty's. 1 won’t 
dismiss him abusively or condescendingly 
although 1 dis.xgree with cx'erything he 
wrote. Instead I accept tbc fact that, 
for some reason, this clever young man 
has been piqued and offended by actions 
that I consider highly coiumendable. Yet 
I wonder if he realizes that, in a way, 
he is doing (ho samo sort of thing 
himself. He has tried to make hix 
viewpoint heard, he has come forward 
and taken a stand, and. more Important, 
he has attempted to define his personal 
situation in political terms and act 
accordingly. 

Of coune there is one point which 
I am damn sure he has not considered. 
For him, aUbough not easy perhape from 
a personot point of view to moke this 
public stand, it has been easy for him 
to make himself heard. His letter was 
printed io full io the nation’s leading 
newspaper, he appeared on BBC TV's 


*Man Alive* programme, and now he has 
been featured in his local paper too. 
For what reason? Not because of the 
elegance of his prose style, 1 assure 
you. Not because of the political acuic- 
ncss (hat uses (he words Socialist. Com¬ 
munist and Anarchist as sy*nonymv 
Certainly not because he backed up 
his letter with some imaginative or risky 
action which could have led to expulsion 
or arrest. No. The reason, as any 
anarchist could (ell him. is (hat he gave 


Norris' world of (ho thlrtica. plus t 
icrics of Madchen strictly for (he dgar- 
smoking toughics of Women’s Lfb. 
What can one say of ihU year’s Royal 
Academy .Summer Exhibition except that 
it honestly fulfils Its purpose? The 
Summer lUhihItion Is there ns a show* 
case for the Establishment art of 197Z 
*rhc work IS dull and unrewarding and 
roomful after roomful of canvases die 
in the mind after leaving the building, 
yet the fault is not (he Royal Academy 
committee's for. righltv. they have 
honoured their trust and chosvn current 
cslahlished work .Storesl twiy In that 
Pir.sncsi world beneath the Royal Aco* 
demy Is the work of three RA Post¬ 
graduate Students, and as one walks 
through tlio^e dark miserable vnulli 
nw.siiing the rattle of keys to view their 
work one wonders why It should he 
expected for any creative talent to 
flourish here, hut their work sras there 
to be seen. John Falrhank Is In the 
good nnd solid tradition of the State art 
schools, nnd svith his academic self- 
portrait he makes a valid social point 
in Ihc style of Peter Blake and Lucien 
Freud, who in a single portrait captured 
the spirit of our ngel Jane Kiiin|^re>'s 
work belongs to that world of hard 
edged, geometrical abstractionlun merg¬ 
ing into that beckoning ploy of soft 
glowing colours, while Kevin Fairbanfc's 
huge canvases are of a fluid abstraction 
out of fashion at the momenL 

Ka-smin's habit of exhibiting huge 
abstract canvases without framet can fool 
the passing viewer into thinking that It 
is part of a gallery* rcdccoration, but for 
all that we love the gallery at 118 New 
Bond Street. W.I. While Burrows' ab¬ 
stractions flood the canva.s in a still 
sea of dark moody tones, and hit 
brush marks on other canvases arc un- 
disdplined angry gestures. Jules OHtski't 
passive abstract paintings at (he Kasmin 
Gallery catch (he mood of the time. 

I love you all but the world belongs to 
the Hockneys and the Procktors, little 
comrades, and only John Fnirbank has 
a future in the bread line of the art 
world. 

With but n wayward glance and a 
nod of congratulation to Arthur Tooth’s 
Gallery at 31 Bruton Street. W.I. for 
their choice of British Paintings 1900* 
1971 exhibition, it is on to the National 
Portrait Gallery for the small, free and 
marvellous exWbition of silhouette por¬ 
traits. It It surely one of the most 
enjoyable exhibitions In London, for it 
demands nothing of the \*icwcr except 
to enjoy a delightful minor art form. 
A gracious and movang exhibition that 
in its conception of each single work 
only sought (o please and succeeded. I 
enjoyed my hour within the small room 
of (lie National Portrait Gallery, the read¬ 
ing and viewing of (he excellent catalogue, 
Peggy's private lecture to me on the 
evnis of Nye Bevan and (he naughtiness 
of the working class, but outside lies 
the pom world of Soho and the misery 
of the drugged and sick hippies, moving 
like dazed sparrows before the uniformed 
police and I know 'Mr. Norris' that 
somewhere in the crowd you are waiting 
for (he ball to bounce once more in 
vour direction. ARTinjR Movss. 


voice to what we call 'the conventional 
wisdom*. There was nothing whatever 
original in what he wrote. He simply 
told the Establishment what it badly 
wanted to hear at a time when it is 
being challenged on many fronts. Me 
repeated their own lies and smean, and 
he gave them (he respect which they 
constantly demand and never trouNe 
to earn. 

But supposing that he had wanted to 
express an unpopular, radical v'iewpolnt, 
unpopular, that is, among those he will¬ 
ingly neknowtedges as bis superiors. 
Then, like many of us, he would know 
what it means to be a voice crying in 
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Sponish Lessons 


LUSSONS OF TIIE SPANISH KKVO- 
LLTION b> Vernon Klch>^!^ O'rtedoni 
Pre^ 1972, t\SO). 

INCH THU FIRST xemon cf Vemon 
Rich:ini«' Kv^k appeared in 1**53, 
ihcre has been a ^mall HtVKi of publi- 
otinns about the Spanish Revolution 
and Civil War. This ness version, based 
on the expanded Itali.xn editis>n published 
in 1 957 . includes in addition a most use¬ 
ful Bibliographical Postscript (1972) in 
uhich Richards provides a guide through 
the someahal murky uaters of publishers* 
lists From this guide the reader will learn 
—readen of Anarchy 5 should know 
already!—that the best general work on 
the Cisil War is not Hugh Thomas's 
allegedly •definitive’ hisior>'; it is Rrou6 
and T^ime’s The Revotution and the 
O'W/ IFor fn Spain, the English trans¬ 
lation of which has been published 
recently by Faber and Faber. 

FI.OOD OF PUBLICATIONS 

The flood of publications in (he last 
tssenty >'ears has not. however, reduced 
the need for the ness- version of Richards’ 
book. Richards, of course, writes as a 
committed anarchist and his purpose is 
not lo provide a pscudo-'objcclivc* his¬ 
tory of the revolution and civil war. 
His object is aptly expressed in the title: 
to draw the lessons of the revolution. 
For anarchists, there could scarcely be a 
more significant subject. Spain wus the 
country in Europe in which the anarchist 
movement took firmest root and the only 
one in whidi the anarcho-syndicalist 
model of revolution got much further 
than the drawing-board. No anarchist, 
therefore, can afford not to ponder, 
deeply and seriously, the reasons for the 
failure of that res*o)ution. 

For non-anarchists the lesson of the 
Spanish Revolution is simple: it merely 
demonstrated that anarchism is no more 
than a beautiful dream which inevitably 
fades in the harsh glare of reality. For 
anarchists, however, the lessons arc more 
complex. Richards* main theme is that 
the Spanish experience proved not the 
unworkability* of onar^ist ideas but that 
*the Spanish anarchists and syndicalists 
failed to put their theories to the test, 
adopting instead the tactic of the enemy’. 
In other words, the Spanish expcricnoe 
demonstrated the failure of onarchifts, 
not of anarchism. 

SACRIFICE OF PRINCIPLE 

In (he main body of (he book, Ridtards 
provides convincing evidence and docu¬ 
mentation of his thesis. Some readers 
may feel that he minimizes the agony of 
the choice confronting (he Spanish anar¬ 
chists and syndicalists. In the circum¬ 
stances of 1936-37. giving priority to 
defeat of (he Fascist military revolt, even 
at (he expense of sacrificing one’s prin¬ 


ciples. might .ippcAT to haxe been the 
bexl ami only \\.yy of saving the revo¬ 
lution. U IS easy lo be wise after the 
cxmi. when the facts base slcmonsiratcd 
that (hr sacrifice ssns in snin. But 
Richards' arguments ate not based on 
hindsight: they arc Kajcd im carefully 
considered anarchist principles. And. as 
far as he is personally concerned, Iho 
criltcisms expressed in the book arc sub- 
stanti.xlly (he same as he advanced in 
the columns of Spain and the World. 
1936-39. 

Since this book falls into the category 
of 'required reading* for all anarchists, 
no useful purpose c.in be served here by 
summarising the dctailcsl aigument and 
rccnpiiulaling the process by svhich the 
leaders of the CNT and FAI demon¬ 
strated the s'alidiiy of the anarchist prin¬ 
ciples which (bey sacrificed through Lheir 
policy of collaboration. (Thai anarchist 
ministers should has-c v.alidatcd the 
theorem that p^slitlcnl power corrupts is 
both ironic and maddening!) Instead. I 
shall take up the three issues discussed 
by Richards in his concluding chapter. 
Alihoiigh raised by reflection on the 
Spanish experience, ihcy arc general 
issues which have a svidcr significance 
for anarchist thought and practice 

ANAUCHLSM AND SYNDICALISM 

The first concerns the relationship be¬ 
tween anarchism and syndicalism. With¬ 
in the anarchist movement two main 
views of this relationship may he dis¬ 
tinguished. One is that anarchists should 
concentrate on the creation of anarcho- 
syndicalist organisations, either by fomi- 
ing separate unions restricted to those 
who accept anarchist ideology, or. more 
typically, by anarchists joining existing 
unions and impregnating them as far as 
possible with the anarchist spirit The 
latter was the approach of the Sp.inish 
anarchists who in 1922 resolved (hat 'all 
anarchists should enrol in the CNT and 
treat it .xs their special field of action'. 
The other m.iin view is that, while anar¬ 
chists .should participate actively in the 
workers* struggle wherever Ihcy can, 
they should do so without losing their 
separate identity as anarchists. The 
dessirabiiity* of revolutionary unions is 
not denied, but anarcho-syndicalist or¬ 
ganisations arc not seen as the essential 
first step In building up a revolutionary 
movement. 

As Richards observes, the difTcrcnce 
between the two views is less one of 
ideology than of appreciation. Appre- 
ci.xtion. I would add. of 'the syndicalist 
dilemma*. A central tenet of s>mdicalism 
is that trade unions, given proper direc¬ 
tion. can perform a dual role: their tradi¬ 
tional defensive, reformist role of pro¬ 
tecting and improving pay and condi¬ 
tions. and the offensive, rcvolution.xrv 



Paddington Day Hospital 
Protest Group 


ALTHOUGH the immediate threat to 
the Paddington Day Hospital, of 
being merged with St. Mar>’*s Psychiatric 
Department, has been removed, the future 
of the day hospital remains uncertain. 
According (o the May issue of the 
Protest Group’s ncw.slcitcr, ’The Protest 
Group's foIJow-up letter to the Regional 
Board inquiring both about the appoint¬ 
ment of a permanent consultant and 
whether steps w*ould be taken to insure 
that the hospital would continue its pre¬ 
sent method of treatment as a specialised 
regional serv’ice after the re-organisation 
of health sersices in 1974, received the 
following response, dated May 15, from 
Sir Maurice Hackett, (Chairman: 

"Dear Mrs. Durkin. 

I have your letter of 3rd May and the 
continuance of (be Paddington Day 
Hospital has been settled. However, you 
will wish to know that, as mentioned in 
the attached press release made by the 
Board recently, (hat the Board has de¬ 
cided to place (he staffing on a permanent 
basis and this will be by one or more 
full-time or part-time consultants with 
supporting staff. In case the enthusiasm 
of your members gets out of hand, I 
think T should warn you that any can¬ 
vassing, private or public, for a particular 
candidate will automatically exclude him 
or her from even being considered. 

’’On the second point mentioned in 
your letter, it is quite impossible for the 
present Board or Hospit^ Management 
(Committee, both of which will be super¬ 
seded by new authorities in 1974, to 
commit our successors to the continuanco 
of anything. May I congratulate you on 
your well run campaign and suggest, in 


the interests of everyone concerned, that 
you now leave the Clinic lo gel on with 
its work. 

Yours sincerely, Maurice HackcU”.' 

This masterpiece of patronage and 
suave bullying reveals clearly enough 
that (he situation of the day hospital is 
ois insecure as ever. The group docs not 
intend to rest on its laurels. Instead its 
members intend (o widen the struggle, 
and to demand more group therapy 
facilities under the NllS. 

The possibilities of developing a 
stronger and broader base of support for 
the choice of treatment which PDII 
represents is the challenge whidi could 
now transform the “Protest Group” into 
n positive “Action Group".* 

Plans are being drawn up to bring out 
a book of essays on ’madness*, to set up 
local groups all over the country *(o fight 
for the right to a choice of treatment and 
the availability of ps>'chotherapy within 
the Health Service’, to call a conference 
in October on the subject of people and 
Institutions, to develop a map of re¬ 
sources 'both present and planned* in the 
Greater London area, in order to dis¬ 
cover which boroughs arc likely to bo 
under (he most pressure when long-stay 
mental hospitals are phased out and to 
produce a new leaflet which gives in¬ 
formation on the organisation and ser¬ 
vices of the Paddington Day Hospital, a 
review of the activities of (he Protest 
Group and a description of the current 
state of A flairs. 

If you are interested in any of these 
activities contact Liz Durkin, Flat 1. 
13 Christchurch Road. N.S. 

A.W.U 
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role of otgsniring the oflHhrow of capi¬ 
talism and conMi(utiui;^cinxetvcx the 
basic units of the fuiuro ^bdallst society. 
Practical experience in ]^|n nnd cl^- 
whcrc, however, suppcvU Ujit this central 
tenet is mivlakcn DespRe convliliitlonal 
device^ to ptevent the Mirth of internal 
bureauenity, syndic.vUs© unions over 
time lend to favour Jtbefr reformist 
as against their icv oluBbsary role. A 
major source of lliiv tent^cy is the prac* 
lice of opening the dooigof membership 
to all workers, irresp^ht of their 
political. anti-political«,^or Don-political 
views, in a drive to hcoome a successful 
mass organization rh« mass nicm1>cr- 
ship, however, proves jlo be more in- 
icrcvlcd in immediate reforms than in the 
more divt.snt revolution and. although 
the leadership may reriuUn In the hands 
of committed rcvoluiioonics. the policies 
of the org'iniraiion incfBusingiy come to 
reflect the views of the mais of reformist- 
oriented members. .A'^theorclical solu¬ 
tion to this prohleni i^|o restrict mem¬ 
bership to (hose who •^re Ideologically 
’pure*. But this solution turns out (0 be 
spurious, since it can be achieved only 
by not rccniiting the ^ss membership 
which is necessary for the cfTcctivc per¬ 
formance of both foleg. The dilemma, 
therefore, remains Ond'ean have either 
effective but basically reformist mas-s 
unions, or incflcctlva revolutionary 
unions of militant mlabritics: me can¬ 
not at the same time hive a union Ihnt 


is both effectively reformist and revo- 
lulionar>'. 

NVhai I have called 'the syndicalist 
dilemma* was recognized hy Mal.xlesia 
at least as long ago as I907 vsben ho 
first warned against the fusion of the 
anarchist movement with syndic.ilist 
organization He repealed the warning 
in an article wrillen in 1925 from which 
Richards quotes: T'very fusion or con¬ 
fusion belween (he anarchist movement 
and the Trade Union movemcni ends, 
either in rendering the latter iin.-iblc to 
carry out its specific task or by wc.ilcn- 
ing, distorting or extinguishing the 
tmarchtst spirit.* 

At this moment in histor>' there If 
nothing to add to Malalesta’s warning, 
except the important corollary: vvhat 
applies to syndicalism applies with 
equal force lo all other forms of revo¬ 
lutionary struggle. In other vvoixis, 
Malaicst.i's argument may he generalised 
and the principle he w’.xs enunciating in 
relation to syndicalism is equally v.vlid 
in relation to the peace nnd anti-w*ar 
movement, the co-opcrativc and com¬ 
munitarian movement, (he .student move¬ 
ment. the squatters* movement, etc. It 
should be emphasized that (he principle 
docs not preclude anarchists particlp.iling 
in any movement or struggle that has 
revolutionary potential. Indeed, if (hey 
do not porlicipalc. they arc doomed to 
the sterility of sectarianism. The im¬ 
portant thing is (hat anarchists should 
retain their own distinct identity: only 
in this way can they perform the essential 
role of acting as the conscience of the 
revolutionary movemcni. 

Geoffrey Osteroaaro. 


(This is first of a (hreo-part review.—Eds.) 


SELLING THE ACT 


nnHE government is concerned 

by the lack of support, and interest, 
that it is receiving ^for its Industrial 
Relations Act. both lw;ordinary .staff and 
top management in Local Government. 
It has been sending &ut senior oflTicials 
from the Departmenmf Employment to 
explain, and c.xpl.xinaway. the various 
clauses of the Ac^to selected lool 
government empIoyeS at Special Meet- 
ings~-one meeting ajwrcsscd to principle 
officers and top. fAaoagcmeni, one to 
middle level employee! and man.*igement 
and. finally, one to mdpual workers and 
their representatives. VOur correspondent 
attended the fcoond meeting.* 

The rcprcxcntativc from the Depart¬ 
ment—who appears to have had a hand 
in drafting the Act—was very persuasive. 
Like much of the Act itself, he w’as also 
very v*aguc when it suited him. His 
main concern, how*cvcr. vv.xs to ’sell* (he 
audience HMSO’s glossy booklet. Indus’ 
trial Relations—The Code of Practice. 

Like the speaker, the Code is full of 
platitudinous and sloppy words and 
phrases. Here are just a few taken from 
the Code or repeated by the speaker; 
‘good industrial relations’; ’reasonable 
and constructive manner’; 'good human 
relations’; 'effective arrangements'; 're¬ 
sponsible steps’; ‘positive policies’; ‘sense 
of satisfaction'; ’general interests of the 
community'; and 'adequate information*. 
All of which, in concrete terms, means 
absolutely nothing. In fact, when tackled, 
the Man from the Ministry inclined to 
agree—which w*asn’( bad from an expert 
in human relations und an 'experienced* 
conciliator! 

Another point brought out by the 
speaker, and by the Code of Practice^ 
was that both workers and employers 
'have a common interest’, but (hat 'some 
conflicts of interest arc bound to arise*. 
But 'with good industrial relations they 
can be resolved in a responsible and con¬ 
structive way*. Indeed, he said—echoing 
the Code and (he Act—'Good industrial 
relations are a joint responsibility; they 
need the continuing co-operation of 
management, trade unions, employers* 
associations and individuals.* Me did not 
think that a conflict, or even a struggle, 
was Inevitable within an employee- 
employer situation, where one group (the 
workers) arc forced to sell their mental 
and physical energies at the highest price 
to another group (the bosses) who, 
through economic necessity, arc forced 
to buy (hose energies and abilities at the 
lowest possible price they can. Class 
struggles do not exist within the august 
portals of the Department of Employ¬ 
ment! 

We were then told that 'management 
.should recognise the employee's need to 
achieve A sense of satisfaction in his job, 
as laid down in Clause 9 of (he Act*, nnd 
that 'communication and consultation are 
essential* in order to promote operational 
efficiency ns well as the 'employee*! sense 
of utisfaction and involvement In his 
job*, as laid down in Clause 51. Of 
couric. if one happens to be an architect 
or even a sewerage engineer, job satis¬ 


faction isn’t all (hat diiBcuJc (one doesn’t 
need the Industrial Relations Act or a 
Code of Practice 10 find that out!), but 
if one is a factoiy operative, or .a filing 
clerk, it sounds, and reads, as so much 
nonsense. 

Again, under the Section on Race 
Relations, we were told (bat managcraenl 
‘should develop positive policies to pro¬ 
mote equal opportunity in employment*. 
Simplel If you know how. Then (he 
Code suggested that Trade Unions should 
also employ enough full-time officials*, 
to which it was then suggested (hat per¬ 
haps some of them had more than enough 
already. Both the Act and the Man from 
the Ministry emphasised that employees 
should receive ‘reasonable’ information 
about (he firm in which (hey work; but 
he agreed that what Uie worker might 
call ‘reasonable’ the employer might con¬ 
sider quite 'unre.i.vonable*. 

Although the speaker mentioned the 
Commission on Industrial Relations, the 
Industrial Arbitration Board, the Regis¬ 
tration of Trade Unions, Collective Bar¬ 
gaining. the Agency Shop, etc., he (ended 
to gloss ovxr these matters unless ques¬ 
tioned on them. When questioned, he 
attempted to be 'objective* and slightly, 
but ver)' slightly. pro-Tradc Unions—so 
long as they didn't kick over the traces 
and oppose the Law. 

Indeed, the whole exercise was very 
gentlemanly. Our man from the Depart¬ 
ment of Employment was pretty adept 
at to'ing to sell a product that people 
are not interested in, or are completely 
opposed to buying. But inside the smooth 
Moral Rearmament-like velvet glove 
(here stilt is a very brutal and vicious 
iron fist. Wffiatcvcr the Code of Practice, 
or our super-salesman from the Depart¬ 
ment of Emplo>Tncnt, might say, one of 
the Act’s 'unfair* practices is that no 
w'orker or his Trade Union may take in¬ 
dustrial action in support of any other 
w'orkcr in dispute. Working-class soli¬ 
darity is ‘unfair*! 

The only Code of Practice for us is 
to ignore the Act where possible, and 
defy it where necessar>*. Perhaps it 
might be worthwhile remembering the 
following: 'You cannot improve indus¬ 
trial relations by invoking (he criminal 
law, and we do not propose to do so. 
There will be no provisions for fining 
strikers; no provisions for sending 
strikers to prison* (Mr. Edward Heath at 
the Conservative Trade Unionists* Con¬ 
ference, 4.4.70). Or: ‘During the war and 
up to 1951, practically all strikes were 
illegal; yet there were plenty of them. 
In fact, 1944 w'as one of the worst years 
for industrial disputes in the last quarter 
century*. Nothing can be more damaging 
to a nation than to h.ive laws which are 
mocked* (Conscrv'ativc Campaign Guide, 
page 54, 1964). 

Well, they said it! 

From a OoRRESPOWDiuvr. 


*He also looked in on meeting number 
three for a short while. It was mudi 
the same. A colleague sllended the first 

meeting, and dropped off to sleep! 
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THIS WEEK IN IRELAND 


A UCE Throu|h ihc Looliof GUn i\ 
nol In wiih ii %iiih Irelind 
] do not Ihinl any Rni could ha\T 
a ootion of ho«' our doiom mindt are 
worUnf both lidcs of the border. Lcavint 
out all the ahootinf^ and e\plo^ion« 
eTef>'One «eem\ to be trying to outdo 
erv'cryxtne eUc and mSth wry* little »eti^ 
any*wbcre. 

On Saturday. Juno 1ft, tomoonc tried 
to blow up the German rmbat^y do«n 
here. Heputcdly the Baader-Mcinhof 
organitatioT) Oxtt the wime u'e<V*end 
the fire biif^ atruck again and there 
naa a near panic in DunocN of Henry 
55irrct and ruv people >»rre taken to 
hospital Up in the ^i\ counties it iv 
march, march, march, the UDA ^'caring 
ma^Vx and hood\ Tu'O Catholic ilreeis 
(amall onc^) in Belfast have been c\‘acu- 
ated cuing to tartan gangi breaking all 
the uindoun and prombing to come 
back and bum the hornet if the Calholicv 
did not go. In Derry* 1a\t Saturdav 
troop\ prcicntcd the UnioniM parade 
cro^vinp Cralgavon Bridge and ii^ed 
rubber bullcl\, and deep have been the 
complain^^ by the ^amc people who arc 
screaming all the time for Whilclau 
to send in troops nnd take the Bogiidc 
and CregRan. ll is hrulalil> against 
one's oun side and law and order against 


rpHE AUSTRIAUAN MINISTER for 
^ Customs allowed The IJate Rat 
Sclioothonk to be brought into Australia 
Tliis resulted in a scream from con- 
acrsaiivcN to have him removed. He has 
also relaxed the hca\->’-handcd banning 
and cutting of films and hooks over 
Ihc last couple of years. Censorship 
of The Udie Red Schoolbook is being 
carried out by the Slate government. It 
is available in South Australia and New 
South Wales at SI.75 fahoul 90p) a copy. 
Sydney anarcho • libertarians recently 
caused a furore b> distributing copious 
quanliticis of free Unte Red Schoollwoks. 
printed on newsprint, to suburban 
schools. Newsagents themselves refuse 
to carry’ controversial slock.s. 

Tim statt of the partif^s 

The Democratic Labour Party is a 
Catholic Action renegade splinter group 
from the Fahian-Oriented Australian 
Labour Party—xvhich is the principal 
opposition to the bourgeois Liberal Parly 
(The coalition government with the 
Country Party representing the rapidlv 
dwindling economic power of rural land¬ 
holders.) The Communist Party is out¬ 
side electioneering these days, possibly 
because of its divergencies of inspiration 
and authoritarian control. Formerly it 
was a purely Soviet voice Now both 
Chinese and local .iffinitics claim their 
ground. Another party, the Australia 
Parly, is a 'liberal, free enterprise party, 
with a social consciousness*. Tartly it 
is a thorn in the side of the establishment, 
and partly a guide to reformist alter¬ 
natives in the otherwise static bourgeois 
and authoritarian Socialist confrontation* 
(sic!). 

The Australian Labour Party's former 
leader Arthur Caldwell (Papal Knight) 
IS renowned for his racist outlook. He 
recently made a public statement that 
the ALP will not allow a 'chocolate- 
coloured Australia to occur*—referring 
to a group of Asian immigrants who 
have just arrived. Whilst Labour Immi¬ 
gration Minister he wxnt down in history 
as saying 'Two Wongs don’t make a 
While*, as he duly deported two wcll- 
rcspcctcd Chinese working people who 
had lived here for .some time. Tlic 
racist idea is still prevalent in Labour 
Party thinking, as is the differentiation 
betsvxcn intellectual and productive la¬ 
bour. A fine alternative! 

Pc.iceniks often arc caught up (n 
support of this party, as it professes a 
traditional nnli-conscription stand, even 
though it was the first to introduce 
conscription. The then Prime Minister 
Huebes crossed the floor just after, and 
the I .ihour Party and INVW and Catholic 
Church ail went against conscription. 

NEmiFR CFJSTTI.F. NOW .SEXLF-SS 

Frankly, ‘gentle, sexless* . . . fmaybe 
‘simple’ is correct), these words do not 
fit the Australian generally. Sex is 
officially frowned on. more often the 
use of contraception and true appreci¬ 
ation of sexual pleasure is ostracised, 
especially by RC parents and the mass 
media. It is illegal to advertise con¬ 
traceptives for instance. Only one state 
has provision for ‘termination*. South 
Australia. And then the subject must 
be three months’ resident prior to ter¬ 
mination. Of course, illegal abortion 
is both lucrative and available, but 
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the other side 

W'hiieUw xAw taice deputations of 
Proiesfint extremists and the Prosoi 
fax'e him « 41t-hour ulilmaium to ice 
them and wdd they wxsuld call a scsTo-day 
truce if he slid He refuses! and opinions 
are x'er^’ divided as to his wiidofn In 
refusing Tfuc U ut>ulJ be repugnant 
to talk with Johnny-come-Utely Stephes- 
son alias Sean MacSiiofan. but since 
he talkcsJ with the extremists of the 
other side one cannot quite sec the 
logic of his refusal to talk with men 
of violence*. He cannot really pretend 
not to know* of the assassin.'itions being 
carried out against Catholics by these 
men. Nevertheless some people think 
the IRA put their invitation to talk at 
the ex.net moment they ver>* maUdroitly 
chose on purpose to be refused. They 
arc vcr>* afraid because public opinion 
in their owm strongholds has been turned 
against them The people arc sick of 
violence. 

Down here O’Malley’s special courts 
have sal. and I must say the three 
iudges have fallen backwards over them¬ 
selves to be impartial. 

O’Malley savs Ihc gardai won’t l>c 
armed unless necessary . This means lie 
is just looking and longing for an oppor- 
tuniiv to do just th.nl M.nny of the 


very often this takes the form of horrific, 
‘back street* methods 

As for ‘gentle*, who was first in to 
help the Yanks with their war on Tndo- 
China? .\nd whose politicians only need 
another call by Uncle Sam to send their 
robots anywhere in the svorld to fight 
‘the evil hordes’? They arc ready to 
help the South African Government loo. 
The diplomatic tics with South African 
Government and Industry are very* 
significant. 

SIMPLF. AND VIOLI^NT 

How-cver. ‘simple’, yes that is appro¬ 
priate. Whilst containing Communism 
in Vietnam, the French Nuclear Testing 
in the Padfic. of more immediate danger 
llian any Communist manoeuvres, is 
hardly considered of inleresL 
Recently a Northern Territory magi¬ 
strate severely criticised a policeman for 
not shooting at an Aboriginal protest 
group—instead the cop had fired—but 
above the heads of the group Tut! 

Draft resisters arc subject to con¬ 
tinuous harassment, and their families 
arc continuously besieged to encourage 
Ihc resistefS to conform. 

Prisoners in Pentridge Gaol (Viciorin’s 
main prison—they still endorse hanging 
down (here) have been lucked in their 
cells after having declared ‘intent to 
strike* or engage in ’industrial sabotage’ if 
their pitiful conditions arc not remedied. 
Prison authorities. Civil Rights groups, 
politicians have all criticised the con¬ 
ditions there The gentle Australians 
. . . ho! ho* scry satirical* 

Still the sun docs shine and youth 
seems a lot more aware than the adults 
Well see* 

C.P 


PRESS FUND 

Contributions 

June 8-14 iiic. 

Glasgow; Anon. £1.17; Lo^ Ancelcs. USA: 
S.S. £9.60: Fmiice: K.M. lOp; Wolvcr- 
Imnipton: I.L. 40p: J.K.W. lOp: llirniing- 
luim; i.ll. 4Sp; Ilford: A.G. £1: Sunder¬ 
land: D H. 50p 

Total: £I5J5 
Premises Fund— 

S,G.. l.4>ndon. F.4: C0.50 

TOTAL: £13.85 


(1) INCOME I'UOM PO.STAL SUB¬ 
SCRIPTIONS AND SALKS 
(Tart:e( for 1972—£4,500) 

Amount received 

to June 14 £1^0.26 

(2) PRESS FUND CONTRIBUTIONS 
(Target for 1972—£1,500) 

Amount received 

June 8-14 inc. £13.85 

Previously acknowledged £587.64 


TOTAL TO DATfl £601.49 
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Rtpublictf) pnwter« are on hunger itrike 
ei ibty ogv pre not l*dnt treated 
M poliilce) Miners M>*ae1f t eon- 
rider rvevy pfli^er is a political pritoner, 
and If one iKibcks a «uh-pm(mNirexs 
of fiR uncom^u^ the butt end 

of a gtin end then steals all the money 
•He ha« leTI her for peying social 
benefits 1 otiiigt see that refusing to 
rtoognUo thg fityurt makes an lota of 
dlffcrenceL * 

To add to^our joys w’C have on 
electricity »trM^tomorTOW, and the Gov¬ 
ernment it oeniorinp our wirclext and TV 
end indeed pepB (os 1 know to my oo«l) 
out of existeooik, 5^n all Ihcy will be 
allowed to ptihtlsh is the sermons of 
the Hierarchy, "Jbe weather, and ahow 
prehistoric RoriUni.xn films. Our Labour 
Party is about toapHi in two. I moseyed 
into a priv'ite fikccutivc meeting of (he 
dissidents last Stturdny* and it w*as very* 
illuminating. Bemic Devlin, who hnd 
great potential Srhen she first started, 
is making very qibchievous sjKCches .She 
has (limed Into a proper little hhch. 
power as QlwayB'jcorTtipti**P *£bc SDLP, 
who if WhIteltW HAD conscnicti to 
meet the IRA sopuld have been let off 


(ha book, era now holding innumerable 
private mootinp and I think dUagrcrini 
amongsi ihemiolsraa. In the end of 
couna (liora will IIAVB to be talks 
sHih the IRA or tbora will be no on# 
left to talk Hihtr tide of (he honler 
Ihe only goo<llsh thing (ha( has hap- 
poned it that the sHnlonl ofienslva of 
the UOA which was timed for this weak- 
end if Wbliclaw had not licked the 
no-go areas of (he Bngsida and Creggtn 
(o omiihareens has bMn postponed for 
a fortnight, hut the crunch MU.ST come. 

1 ( his just come over the wireless fa) 
that Robert Porter, of the Unionist Party 
has retigned in protest against (he move 
to (ho extreme right of the party, fb) (he 
SDLP hex'o sought an interxiew svith 
Whitelaw, John Hume and PadJv Devlin 
to wit, this is (he biggest breakthrough 
since internment, and Ironically it Is the 
Provos who have made this possible, 
fc) the Oiliciil Sinn Fdn arc saying 
thal Ihe Provos have sold the inlemees 
down Ihe river by asking to talk before 
every internee Is free. 

One cannot keep up with events, Ihcy 
h.appen so fast. 

H. 



Help Fold and llevpatrli 'PMFEOOM* 
Thunebys from 2 pm, follosired by 
disexusion at 7.JO pm 


Spanish Anarchists aod .Sympatbleare 
wishing to form a direct action 
group to plan and organise a move¬ 
ment to fight tbo Franco regime. 
Ring Manuel 328 5734. 

TVo Young fcaltan AtMrchbts urgently 
need accommodation in London for 
one month from about July 10. Con- 
Ucc Box 5 at Freedom Preso. 

PROP. Prisonerx TU Action Group fight¬ 
ing for parole, legal representation 
and civil rights in gaol. Magartno 
Prop I5p. All enquiries to DIeJe 
Poolcy, 96 Victoria Avenue. Hull, 
Yorks. Tel. Hull 400232. 

bfoglc. All kinds of altemalivo com¬ 
munity info 10 a.m.-IO pm. 7 days 
at 7 Summer Terrace. Monchoster, 
14 TWO. Tel. 061-224 9087. 

Teice News* for theory and practice of 
noo-violenc revolution. £4.95 p.a. 
(students levs lOT.). Trial sub. 7 
weeks for 50p with free M. Duoae 
‘Biological Basis of Anarchism*. 
5 Caledonian Road, N.1. 

Vancouver Social Hcvoluilnnary Anar¬ 
chist Federation h.xs begun to publish 
a monthly newsletter in an effort to 
foster communications between an¬ 
archists scattered across CUnada. To 
rcceis'C a copy write to SRAF, c/o 
Volunteers, Box 34074. Station *0*, 
Vancouver. B C.. Cl^nada. 

Catontvilie R. R. 36 contains artidcs on 
$. Africa. Kids’ Lib. Tcadter-Pupil 
Relations, etc. £1.25 for 12. 1 copy 
for 8p. 28 Brundretts Road. Man¬ 
chester 21. 

Anarchist Badge. Rim lettering ‘Global 
Tapestr)**, designed by Arthur Moyso. 
5p + 3p postage (6 and over poet 

V .free) from 1 Spring Bank. Salesbury, 
Blackburn. Lancs.. BBI 9EU. Aloo 
A. Moyse cartoon folio. 25p. Poet- 
cards. etc. Send sae for list- 

Two Cots need a home as owners are 
going abroad. Contact Chris end 
Rose Reeve. 3 Hol>*well Street, 
Oxford. 

Ilandymnn-Dccorator. Thursday to Sun¬ 
day. Jobs by day or hour (minlmure 
2 hours). Box 16 c/o Freedom. 

Oxford AnardiLsls meet every Friday, 
8 pm.. la Woodstock Road. 

Dorset Proposed Greup. Contact M. and 
P. Bord. 35 Moorland Crescent, 
Upton. Poole. Dorset 

S.E. I^rondon Dwarfs S: Anarchists meet 
Sundays 4 p.m . 61b Granville Park. 
S.E.13. Street theatre starting. Con¬ 
tact J. Dixon. 44 Pendragon Road, 
Bromley. Kent. 01-698 8596. 

BLAST — Bristol Libertarians Against 
State T)*ranny formed. Contact c/o 
Cowper Road. Bristol. 6. 

ORA Meeting at the Peace Centre. 36 
Romilly Street, on ‘Race*. Sunday, 
June 18. 7 p.m. 

Corby. Public meeting on ‘Anarchism 
and Workers’ Control* planned for 
June 29. Green Room. Civic Centra 
at 7.30 p.m. Local help with pub- 
licitv appreciated. Contact Terry 
Phillips. 7 Cresswcll Walk. 

Stoke Newington 8 Trial. Send all aid 
to *8' Fund. Compendium Bookshop, 
240 Camden High Street. Meats, 
fruit, papers, hooks (new ones only), 
cigarettes and money needed. 

Oinngcd Addresses. Jeff Cloves now at 
26 Grosvenor Road. St. .Mbans. 
Terry Phillips now at 7 Cressxvell 
W.xlk. Corby. 


ber is given or they arc lalkesi out of it. 
After a while, making calls continuously , 
day after day, nn agent becomes fluent In 
dealing svith nil the variations and diffi¬ 
culties (hal can arise. 

These agencies, now in their heyday, 
find hundreds of people evcr>* day. Ow¬ 
ing 10 this (hey can bring their charges 
down to rock bottom and undercut tradi¬ 
tional firms. Their clients are mainly 
the mushrooming finance companies 
which rely for their success on both en¬ 
suring customers nro credit-worthy and 
the new-found ability of agencies to trace 
missing clients. 

Sometimes agencies combine both 
functions giving credit-worthiness rating 
(checking with local police, his firm and 
UAPT) as well as providing a truly 
unique tracing service. 


Report from Australia 


out’ or *^bed ou 
often happens if 
an area. For ihi 
useful to base 


Snoopers Inc. 

A i tW ^TiARS XGO the cuMonury 
image of a prit.iic c>c ssas » white 
tfench-co.»lcd geailcnun struggling to 
keep his St Bruno nlighi during .i lamp- 
lit downpour 

3'oday (he scOqo f-u removed to 
mo<lcm office bibeks. where bcnc.ith the 
chic decor, greyguitcd businessmen have 
at their fincertip^hc key to almost every 
record compiled*, on the unsuspecting 
public. Ihe instrument of their decep¬ 
tion is the hometf telephone. 

.\ftcr a few caUl (•> government bodies 
(hey soon Icam ffitheir quarry h.is drawn 
uncmplo>nienl ot^ci.il security benefits, 
or if (he local ttuncil h.is .any record 
of their svhcrcabc^s Posing as a similar 
office (hey are 'Ml through to 'unem¬ 
ployed insnran€Cq|or 'sickness benefits* 
sections where thQ’ inquire after units 
held on the ptlftn required, this will 
establish if Iheyjftiavc ever signed on 
(here, or if IheyQiavc been 'transferred 

to another ofTicc, as 
mcono moves out of 
line of enquiry it is 
(U'evlast three' of their 
NHl number. This ia easily acquired 
by calling (he office of a past 

employer posing -ts a Social Security 
Department. Of course if the person Is 
still working there the task is simplificO. 
as most ss*agcs departments carry* their 
employees* current address. The depart¬ 
ment is usually told that there is an out¬ 
standing benefit due to the employee or 
that there has been a slight mix-up in 
the files; and letters to the old address 
unanswered. 


SACRIFICIAL LAMB 

CooUiiDed from page 2 
the wilderness. He would realize how 
hollow is Ihe tradition of free speech 
in u country where (he ruling elite control 
the means of mass communication as 
well as (he means of production. Per¬ 
haps when he saw how little respect the 
system had for an alternative viewpoint 
he would lose a little respect for the 
system And maybe he too would 
find himself resorting to direct action 
to gain a hearing and to attempt to 
influence, in no matter how small a 
way. the life which Is his by right but 
which, from (he moment of birth, others 
will try to live for him. 

I don’t despise him and I hope that 
in time he will no longer despise or he 
ashamed of (hose supporters of the 
5AU whom he colls sheep. Sheep follow 
n leader sometimes, it is true, but it 
is a leader of their own kind and (heir 
own choosing, .and If Ills way is not 
their way, they go off in ft different 
direction Then it is the shepherd and 
and his dogs they must look out for. 
their ruler and protector who cares for 
(hem wisely and kindly—until it Is lime 
for them to appear on your plate as 
million chops! 

PaoMiniirus 


Two articles from Free- 
dom: The relevance of 
Anarchism today and An¬ 
archism and Nationalism. 
Available from Freedom 
Bookshop for 30p a hun¬ 
dred including postage. 


Local councils are rung; as if by 
another council, and if (he perxon re¬ 
quired last lived in a council house the 
'house-lettings* department is told that 
such-and-such a family was interested In 
moving to their area but correspondence 
has come back m.*irkcd ‘gone aw.iy* and 
cuuld (hey possibly help Frequently (he 
council will have moved (hem themselves 
and arc only too willing lo help Simi¬ 
larly the rates department is told that 
Ihc person wanted used to run a smalt 
business in the caller's area, paying rates 
from his home address, but recent corre¬ 
spondence has been returned. The new 
address is usually forthcoming. 

A useful source of information is the 
electoral register which lists names of 
occupants able to vote in each house in 
the local council’s area. A few* councils 
arc svary* of giving this inform.stton but 
ns the central lihrar>' and post office each 
have a copy, one of them is usually 
forthcoming. Aliemalivciy. since the 
councils •*i1low such organizations as (he 
United Allied Trade Protection Company 
access to the register, for a few pence 
thii information can bo'bought. ^ 

Electricity and gas boards also keep 
records of consumers' whereabouts and 
posing as a local council with a rales bill 
outsLanding ‘consumer records* will often 
help. 

Perhaps the bank that the person uses 
is known; then a call to the bank’s 
‘ledgers section’ is called for and pre¬ 
tending to be another branch (ho agent 
will claim they have a customer in to 
cash a cheque on his account but without 
his cheque book or account number just, 
say. a letter with his address. His bank 
will then say if this is correct or if the 
account has been transferred to another 
branch. 

Given (he registration number of the 
person's car, Ihc local council ‘vehicle 
registration* department is called and 
claiming to be a police station, using (he 
right code words the name, address and 
car history* is acquired. 

Tax departments also keep compre¬ 
hensive records of peoples whereabouts, 
and arc equally susceptible to a phone 
call using (he right jargon. Though (he 
Official Secrets Act is presumed to pro¬ 
tect most of this information it is 
obsolete and commonly disregarded by 
Government employees. 

One of the most amazing lines of 
enquiry* fusoiircd by agencies run by cx- 
policc is to pose as a police station and 
ask for ‘collations' which will tell if there 
is anything ‘on* n certain person. All 
information in police files is freely used 
by agencies using this method; the police 
never suspecting Ihc audacity of skilled 
agencies in possession of station codes, 
etc. .Similarly if n person is 'inside* the 
Discipline Officer is rung, and posing as 
a police siatis'n or a Magislniics Court 
they c;m be traced. 

Soldiers or police officers arc easily 
traced through army housing, payroll or 
their station Posing as n Social Security 
Department and cl.*iiniing a mix-up due 
to, say. a perxon of the same name 
claiming, and 'head office at Newcastle* 
having sent the ssrong file down, it is 
easy to acquire (heir new address to send 
a foim sorting it all out. In all these 
calls it is advisable lo ask for a fesv 
innocuous details first beforo casually 
mentioning Ihe address. 

When ft phono number is knosvn it is 
easy lo check for a forwarding address. 
Until recently (ho operator would con¬ 
nect one with (he ‘name and address 
clerk*, but being nothing if not inven¬ 
tive agencies now ring through as the 
'cnginccrj*. 

Sometimes a person being called will 
ask to ring back and either a false num- 


John Taylor. 






























